
Law and Gospel-The Two
Faces of God's Word

A VERY GREAT MESSAGE TWO GREAT DOCTRINES
Review the Introduction to the

catechism (questions 1-8). Place
the following words in the blanks
below to make true sentences
about the Christian faith and the
Bible, God's Holy Word.
verbal inspiration Jesus Christ

New Testament Hebrew
)esus Christ Old Testament

error Greek Aramaic

Christianity is the life and sal-

vation God has given us through

. Cod's

truth about Jesus Christ is revealed

in the , which

promises the coming Savior, and

the

which teils of the Savior who has

come. We believe that God the

Holy Spirit gave His chosen writ-

ers the thoughts they expressed

and the words they wrote. This

belief is called .-

Cod's Word can be divided into
either Law or Gospel. We need to
examine the words of the Bible to
find these divisions.

God's Law tells us one or all of
three things:

1. Wmt ute slrculd do

2. Wnt ute slnuld not do

3. Hottr rue sltottlLl lirte
Tlre Gospel, however, tells tultlt

Cotl ltss Llotrc for rts because of His
great love. The Gospel is the Good
News of our salvation in Jesus
Christ through w}rich God gives
forgiveness, faith, iife, and the
power to serve Him in our iives.

Learn the italicized definitions
of Law and Cospel to help you
identify clear statements of Law or
Gospel.

The following is a list of state-
ments from the Bible. Read and
think about each one. Write L
before each Law statement trnd G
before each Cospel staternent.

1. "FIe was pierced for our
transgressions ... and by His
wounds we are healed" (Isaiah

2. "These commandments that
I give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on your
children" (Deuteronomy 6:6-71.

3. "Be holy because I, the
Lord your God, am holy" (Leviti-

Bible is God's Word and as such is

without . The Old

Testament was originally written

in and

53:5).
. We believe the

The New Testa- cus 19:2)'

ment was originally written in
4. "Therefore what God has

ioined together, let man not sepa-
rate" (Matthew 19:6b).

5. "Christ loved the church
and gave Himself up for her"
(Ephesians 5:25b).



Use the s;rtne letters to identify
[-aw or Cospel statements from life.

- 6. Jesus loves me, this I
know.

7. Do unto others as You
would have them do unto You.

8. We ought to obey God.

9. Heaven is a gift of God.

10. Jesus lived and died to
save us from our sin.

HOW LAW AND GOSPEL
WORK IN PEOPLE'S LIVES

Christians rtften use Law and
Cospel in their daily living. In this
skit find examples of how Ricardo's
father usecl Law and Cospel.

Father: Ricardo, it's tirne to
mow the lai.vn.

Ricardo: Aw, I)ad, not ioday!
It's too hot! Besides, I promised
D.rrnell l'd go ttr llte mrrvit's.

Father: Yesterrlary it rvas swim-
n-ring, and tl-re dav before you said
the p;rass was too r,vet. Yott prom-
ised you'cl clo it tocl;'ry.

Ricardo: Dad, you clou't under-
stand. The movie won't be sirorving
after today, trnd I can't go b.rck on
my promise to Darnelll

Father: Do you see what has

happenecl, Son? You've made
promises to do two things at tl-re

same time. Do you feel comfortable
.rs a Chrisiiarr wherr you give yrrtrr
r,vord so carelessly?

Ricardo: Weil, no, I guess I
clidn't stop to think about it that
way. I'm sorrv I did it. But how
vvill I get out of this mess?

Father: I'm glad you see your
rrristake, Ric.rrdo. I forgive you,
and you know Cod has forgiven
yclu, too. He paid for that sin and
ail others 2,000 years ago at Cal-
vary. Let's talk to Jesus about this
problem. Then let's work out a \ /aY

for vou to "get out of this mess."
1. How do you think i{icardo's

problem rvas solvecl?

2. Underline the father's words
of Law. Draw a wavy line under
his rvords of Gospel.

3. How did the Law state-
ments make Ricardo feel?

4. How do you suppose the
Gospel statements made Ricardo
feei?



5. What change may take place
in Ricardo's life due to the power
and presence of the Gospel?

6. Explain the following Bible
verse in light of the two great doc-
trines of the Bible-Law and
Gospel: "The letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life" (2 Corinthians
3:6).

GETTING PERSONAL
Both Law and Gospel remain

God's Word for use by His people
today. Jesus said, "Do not think
that I have come to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill
them" (Matthew 5:17).

We know, however, that we
cannot get to heaven by obeying
the Law, because we cannot obey it
perfectly. The Law causes us to feel
guilty, heipless, and hopeless. Our
only hope for eternal life rests in
the Good News of |esus' life and
death for us.

1. Read the paragraph below.
Then answer the question.

A pastor once visited a lifelong
member of his church who lay
dying. The pastor asked if the
member was ready to meet his
Lord. The member replied, "I cer-
tainly am, Pastor. You know I've
been in church every Sunday for 30

years. I've also done a lot of good
for other people. I'm as ready as I
can be." The pastor almost cried.
Why?

2. Write a sentence or two
explaining your own answer to the
question, "Ate you ready to meet
your Lord?"

TO REVIEW AND
REMEMBER

John 1:17: The law was given
through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ.

Romans 3:20: Through the law
we trecome conscious of sin.

Romans 1:L6: I am not
ashamed of the gospel, because it
is the power of God for the salva-
tion of everyone who believes.


