The Sixth Petition—
God Makes Us Watchful

TEMPTATIONS ALL
AROUND US

p—

“Everyone else is
cheating on this
-ost. Why should 1
study?”

where it went.”,

“Mom will be really mad if I
tell her the truth. We'll both
be stress-free if I change the
story a little.

won't hurt them—or
mel”

WE TURN TO GOD'S
WORD

Temptations to sin abound.
Everywhere we turn, we have
opportunity and excuses to give

Resisting sin is hard. And in
. lives, sin often wins.

1. Read about sin’s victory in
Genesis 3:1-6.

a. Who was tempted?

“If I don’t go along
with this, I'll never fit
in with this group.”

b. What was the temptation? b. What was the temptation?

c. Was the temptation to sin
resisted successfully?

e c. Was the temptation to sin
2. Read about sin’s defeat in resisted successfully?
Matthew 4:1-11,

a. Who was tempted?

to temptation. Jesus, the second
Adam, faced Satan and resisted and
- won. Adam brought sin and death

“Oh, great! Now I broke it
I could just throw it away
and pretend to ‘not know’

"What they don't know,

© Adam faced Satan and gave in

“She won’t miss just
one. She'll still have
lots for herself.”

“I'll find a way to get
even. He really deserves to
get what's coming to him.”

to all. Christ, the second Adam,
through His obedience and death,
brought righteousness and life to
all. Jesus showed that, with His
help, we too can overcome tempta-
tion.

TEMPTED BY EVIL

Read the Sixth Petition and its
meaning. As in the Third Petition,
three great enemies who seek to
prevent God’s will from taking
place are identified. These evil
forces—the devil, the world, and
our sinful nature—try to lure us
away from God, tempting us to
ignore or abandon God’s will and
promises. We ask in this petition
that God would watch over us and
keep us so that we are ready and
able at all times to say NO when
these enemies confront us.

In your own words, on the next
page, tell what Scripture suggests
for our confrontations with tempta-
tions.




a. James 4:7

TESTED BY GOD__

Luther states strongly and:

3, Matthew 15:21-2

And |
ead us not into temptat;
10n,

The Sixth Petiti(,n

Wh ;
at doeg this mean?
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Tm——— == cleatly. that God does not tempt us. - - i
- He bases his convictions on Bible . .
passages such as James 1:13. But
T - God indeed tests us as He tested T———
s His people throughout biblical his-  wcov...
tory. God uses the testing of our
’ faith to bring us closer to Him. R T
b. Romans 12:2 Look at the following passages de uses hthe‘ struggles and per-
and write after each how God plexities of this life to make us
tested the person mentioned in the stronger. (See James 1:2-3; Romans
sl 5:1-5; 1 Peter 1:6-7.) What are some
. s 1. Ceriesis 1271-19 of the ways God “tests” our faith
- - today?
c. Romans 13:14 R
e ——— GOD GUARDS AND
— ——, cosmemasmres KEEPS US
T m—— T In the Sixth Petition we ask
O et God: Lead us not into temptation. He
i answers our prayer when He keeps

temptation away from us com-
pletely, or when He gives us
strength to resist a temptation.
Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. In your
own words write the comforting
assurance God gives us there.




Think again of the ways God
may test our faith today. What are
ne possible “ways out” or assur-
~wces He might also provide?

Do you remember the armor
and weapon described in Eph-
esians 6:11-187 Fill in the blanks
here as a review.

You stand with the belt of

.. buckled around your

waist. You wear the breastplate of

. Your feet

» fitted with readiness from the
__.Youare

protected from the devil’'s weapons
(temptations) by the shield of

..., as you wear the

helmetof ... , and

carry the sword of the Spirit which

TO REVIEW AND
REMEMBER

Mark 14:38: Watch and pray so
that you will not fall into tempta-
tion.

1 Peter 5:8-9a: Be self-con-
trolled and alert. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, standing firm
in the faith,

Ephesians 6:11: Put on the full
armor of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil’s
schemes.

The Sixth Petition and its
explanation.
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The Seventh Petition and
Conclusion—Our Powerful God

42)

It's a fact—the world is full of
evil. Much of this evil is sin (fight-
ing, cheating); much of this evil is a
consequence of sin (disease, nat-
ural catastrophes). The world
changed from God's perfect plan at
the time of the first sin (Genesis
3:17-19). In this world Christians
will experience pain and suffering
in addition to times of joy and hap-
piness, even as those who do not
believe in God.

Think about how you would
answer tough questions from peo-
ple who experience suffering, and
cannot understand how a good
God would allow these hurtful
things to happen.

Sue’s little seven-year-old sis-
ter was recently diagnosed with
inoperable bone cancer. Sue’s
friend, Tyrell, openly witnesses
his Christian faith. One day at
school she confronts him, sarcas-
tically. “Tyrell, if God is all
powerful and good, why is there
so much rotten stuff going on all
the time? Why are so many peo-
ple hungry? Why do people get
hurt and hurt other people?
Why doesn’t God just put an
end to evil?”

1. Read Matthew 13:24-30.
How would you answer Sue'’s
questions?
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he seyenth
Petition

, 9 i
5 Mean! L
What does thi R

We pray in this petition,
in summary, that our
Father in heaven woulcl'1
rescue us from every evi
of body and soul, pc')sses-
sions and reputation
and finally, when out
last houtr comes, give us
2 blessed end, and gra-
ciously take us from t‘hxs-
valley of sortow to Him
self in heaven.

2. Finally, consider how you i
could show God's love for Sue. Sue | i
needs more than just an answer to
a question. She also needs to expe-
rience God’s love.

The Conclusion \

For Thine is the king-
dom and the power and

the glory forever and
ever, Amer.

What does this mean?

s means that1 shoulc'l
that these peti-
g to out
and are

3. Jesus said His people are to
be in the world but not of the
world. What do you think this
means?

This me
be certain :
tions are pleasint
r in heavery :
Faltllzzrd by Himy for He
Himself has comx'nanded
us to pray in this way
and has promised to k}ear
us. Amery amern, 'Wthh1
means "yes, yess it shal
be so.”

LIVING WITHIN GOD'S
PROTECTION

In John 17 Jesus prayed for His
people who are in this world, but
of His kingdom.




1. What protection and blessing
did He pray for His disciples? See
verses 11, 13, 15.

L i e T 5. In your own words, what 2. God does not always deliver
1652}'\:\\2?; }t);?\)/\?jflg? His disci- assurance did Jesus give His peo- us from evil so directly. S};metimes
p ' ple? See John 16:33. He uses difficulties and disasters
and turns them to good for us and
others. He gives us faith and
strength to bear the evils, even
I —————te et G though they are caused by Satan
and sin.
a. The apostle Paul was a per-
s e SRt SR S [ ————— son WhO certai_nly had plenty Of
problems. Read 2 Corinthians
e 104,098, 12:7-10 and briefly tell of
s e e ST e e i AT P RS e T S 2 Paul/s tI‘OubleS.

3. In addition to the disciples -
present in the rooth, af fhat Hme, for ot i o ’
whom was Jesus praymg? GOD DELIVERS US FROM Ry
, EVILINLIFE

1. Read Psalm 91. Sometimes

God keeps evil from coming to us,

e and sometimes God removes the T - .
evils that have touched our lives.
List examples from the Bible
where God delivered someone. e s ——————
Include incidents from your own
life where God helped you.

b. Wh‘ét was God/é replyto

" 4 What is Jesus’ prayer for the Paul’s plea for help? (12:9)

ultimate care and protection of His
people? e i i TS T T
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c. God's great power was work-
ing even during Paul’s weakest
moments. What great things did
God accomplish through the min-
istry of Paul?

GOD DELIVERS US FROM

EVIL AT DEATH

The ultimate evil is death
Death is the result of our sin; and
since we have sinned, we must die.
But God uses even death to achieve
His purposes. Death brings an end
to all our temptations, sins, and
troubles, Through death we enter
the world of perfection that John
described in the book of Revelation.

1. Read John'’s vision of heaven
in Revelation 21:1-4 and 22:1-5.
Then write what you imagine or
what you expect heaven to be like.
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2. Prepare your own list of
evils that will end when we die.

None of us knows exactly what
heaven will be like, but you have
probably described your idea of a
perfect place. And you can be sure
that heaven will be a place of per-
fection and joy as we live eternally
with God!

IN THE MEANTIME

With God’s assurance of a
place in heaven, some Christians
may long to leave this world or to
go into seclusion. God, though,
does not see life as something to
escape or to avoid. He says we
have a job to do. John 9:4 and
Philippians 1:19-27 suggest the
urgency of our task, Read these
verses and describe our purpose on
earth.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

As the Lord’s Prayer comes to
an end, we wish to praise God and
show our confidence that He will
indeed answer our prayer. .
11§ List and

’ 'T? lapd s Hy

explain three reasons why we may
approach God with confidence.

a. First, God can and will take
care of us because He is

,k .0 & a8 = Y
oL 4 ez 4—&;
hedvenly 4 7her.

b Second we are conf1dent
God will answer our prayers
because He has all

. % éjf» HlTC) *

{”m» £ ,
g Aot s {9[’ i) ﬁﬂﬂ,gz

c. Third, as God answers the
prayers of His people, He deserves
all the credit and

TO REVIEW AND
REMEMBER

2 Timothy 4: 18 The Lord w111
rescue me from every evil attack
and will bring me safely to His
heavenly kingdom. To Him be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Psalm 50:15: Call upon Me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver
you, and you will honor Me.

The Seventh Petition and its
explanation.

The Conclusion to the Lord’s
Prayer.




