
The Third Cornfitandmenft-
Worshipirg God

A FAMILY REUNION
When you get together at a

family reunion with all your
cousins, aunts, uncles, and grand-
parents, everybody has a great
time. Grandma fixes your favorite
dessert, each of the separate fami-
iies brings their favorite dish,
games are played, people do a lot
of visiting, grown-ups relive the
stories from when they were chil-
dren, perhaps everybody goes
swimming or plays cards, and,
when the reunion is over, you see
people everywhere hugging and
kissing good-bye.

Somewhat similarly, when we
come together as a family of God
on Sundays for worship, we are
coming to a family reunion. We are
Cod's family. Our purpose in com-
ing together is not just to have a
good time but also to sfrengthen
our family ties.

1. Many of the things we do at
a family reunion sound much the
same as those we do when we wor-
ship. Use the following as a guide
to list what we do in worship.

a. A meal:

2. When the family of God
comes together for its reunions,
which parts do you like ihe best?
Explain why.

b. Retelling past events that
happened in the family:

c. Doing things together:

d. Sometimes family members
of various ages are together; at
other times the family separates
into age groups:

WHY GOD STARTED HIS
REUNION GATHERINGS

\44ren God created the world, it
seems that He wanted people to
rest on one day of the week as He
did (Genesis2:.2-31, and that He
wanted people to worship Him at
all times. But when God brought
His people out of the slavery in
Egypt, He commanded them to
worship Him specifically on that
day of rest. The ceremonial laws
told them exactly what to do in
worship and even how to construct
their place of worship in order to
help them look forward to the com-
ing of the Messiah. The ceremonial
laws no longer apply now that
Jesus has already come. So, today
most Christians worship on Sun-
day as a reminder of the victory
Jesus won for us when He rose
from the dead on Easter Sunday.

1. According to the following,
what type of family reunion activi-
ty does God give as one main rea-
son for worship?

Deuteronomy 5:15: Remember
that you were slaves in Egypt and
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that the Lord your God brought
you out of there with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm.
Therefore the Lord your God has
commanded you to obserye the
Sabbath day.

2. Read L Corinthians 11:23-25
printed below. Then reword
Deuteronomy 5:15 for Christians
today.

For I received from the Lord
what I also passed on to you: The
Lord fesus, on the night He was
betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it
and said, "This is My body, which
is for you; do this in remembrance
of Me." In the same way, after
supper He took the cup, saying,
"This cup is the new covenant in
My blood; do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of Me."

3. Write a sentence explaining
the reason for worship indicated in
each of the following verses.

a. Psalm 147:1-: Praise the Lord.
How good it is to sing praises to
our God, how pleasant and fitting
to praise Him!

b. Colossians 3:16: Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly
as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom, and as
you sing psalms, hymns and spiri-
tual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God.

THE THIRD
COMMANDMENT IN THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE

We worship God because He
has given us life, the world in
which we live, and everything we
are and possess. His most impor-
tant gift to us is the newness of life
that is ours through our Savior
Jesus. When we worship God, two
things happen: God gives to us
through the Word and sacraments;
and we respond to His goodness.
Identify each of the following as
either God's gift (G) or our
response (R).
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1. A baby is baptized.
c. ]ames 5:1.5: Therefore con-

fess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and
effective.

2. An offerine is taken.

_ 3.The people of God join
together in corporate prayer.

4. The pastor reads God's
Word to the congregation.

_5. The congregation sings a
hymn of praise.

_6. The congregation receives
absolution for the sins they have
just confessed.

_ 7. The people receive Jesus'
true body and blood in the Sacra-
ment of the Altar.

8. The pastor explains and
applies God's Word in a sermon.

_9. The pastor pronounces
the benediction.
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3. Sam pokes fun at Eddie who
is sitting quietly reading his Bible.

GIVING AND RECEIVING
AS THE FAMITY OF GOD

God's people not only worship
together to receive the blessings of
forgiveness and the strengthening
of faith Cod provides through the
Cospel, they also come together to
honor Cod in their prayers, praise,
and offerings.'In so doing Chris-
tians support and encourage one
another. Yet not everyone faithful-
ly attends corporate worship. At
times all of r-rs misuse or fail to par-
ticipate meaningfully in the wor-
ship or Bible study opportunities
tl-rat present themselves. Thankful-
ly, our loving God doesn't aban-
don us as otrr sins deserve. Instead,
He hears our piea for mercy and
forp;ives and restores us so that we
can live once more as His people-
forgiven, restored, and able to wit-
ness for Him.

What might you say to encour-
age each of the following with
regard to the Third Command-
ment?

1. Cozette complains that she
doesn't go to church because she
doesn't get anything out of it.

2. Bart says he doesn't go to
church because none of his friends
attend.

TO REVIEW AND
REMEMBER

Psalm 26:8:l love the house
where You live, O Lord, the place
where Your glory dwells.

Hebrews 10:25: Let us not give
up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-and all
the more as you see the Day
approaching.

The Third Commandment and
its explanation.
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