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6:30 PM

Midweek Service — Advent 1

We welcome you to our worship service this evening.
St. Paul's has a service every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM with Sunday School at 10:15 AM.
We request that members and visitors fill out an attendance card.
Please pass the card down to the center aisle after the offering.
You are welcome in this house.

The Mission at St. Paul's Lutheran Church is:
Preach and Teach to ALL, Comfort and Support those in need!

ACOLYTE: Gene Hollrah

LIVESTREAM: Paul Fisher

SOUND: Gerald Nolte

SCRIPTURE READER: Pastor Meyer

ELDER OF THE DAY: Gene Breitenkamp

USHERS: Gene Breitenkamp, Rick Lunday, Ralph Kroll, Ron Young

The Order of Compline
P. 251

Stand

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.

O

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;

to herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.

OT O

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination.



P

Holy and gracious God,

C | confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know—the thoughts
and words and deed of which | am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name
of Jesus Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in peace.

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We rest now
in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

C Amen.

Psalmody

Psalm 4:1-8 (prayed responsively by verse)

P

C

OT OT

@V

Sit

Answer me when | call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when | was in
distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? How long will you love vain words
and seek after lies?

But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; the Lord hears when | call to him.
Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.
There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of your face upon
us, O Lord!”

You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound.
In peace | will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Hymn — “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” — LSB #342
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1 What hope! An  E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled, Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;
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The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword— Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth Text: © 1998 Stephen P.
Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004568 Tune: Public domain

Readings from Holy Scripture

Malachi 4:1-6

For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will
be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you



shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when
| act, says the Lord of hosts. Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules
that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before
the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree
of utter destruction.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection.

Romans 15:4-13
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance
and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. > May the God of
endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord
with Christ Jesus, © that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.

8 For | tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, ? and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”

0 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”

" And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”

2 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 2
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's
name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” 2° But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. 3° And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 3! And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 3 And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was



called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” *® And Mary said, “Behold, | am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection.

Responsory Psalm 31:5
P Into Your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.
C Into Your hands | commend my spirit.
P You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
C Into Your hands | commend my spirit.
P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Into Your hands | commend my spirit.

Hymn - “L|ft Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” — LSB #341
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the cit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu -mil - i - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - 1 -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace-ful hearts and hap - py

tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly wuse for heav’'n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and  sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end  of

homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your

vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He dothbring; There-fore re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun  of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590—-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—78, alt. Tune: August Lemke, 1820—-1913 Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon: The Saints of Advent — St. Nicholas

Offering

Stand

Prayer
P Hear my prayer, O Lord;
C listen to my cry. Psalm 102:1
P Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. Psalm 17:8
P Inrighteousness | shall see You;
C when | awake Your presence will give me joy. Psalm 17:15
P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are

wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

C Amen.

|
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O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening
comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in
your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels
dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C Amen.

Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be
present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and
work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service,
courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of other with
confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your
whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world.
Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your
strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us,
the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the
faithful, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord's Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn - “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” — LSB #937
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1 Lord, bid Your ser - vant  go in peace,
2 This is the Sav - ior of the world,
A 3 With saints of old, with saints to come,
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Your word is now ful - filled. These eyes  have seen
The Gen -tiles’ prom-ised light, God’s glo - ry dwell - ing
To You we lift our voice; To Fa - ther, Son,
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va - tion’s dawn, This child so long fore - told.
in our midst, The joy of Is - ra-el
Spir - it  blest Be hon - or, Ilove, and praise.

Text (sts. 1-2): James Quinn, 1919-2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948-2025 Tune: AmericanText (sts. 1-2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications;

(st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004568 Tune: Public domain

Benediction

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep

you.
C Amen.

Sit



Hymn —f‘)‘AII Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” — LSB #883
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1 Al praise to Thee, my God, this night For all  the
2 For - give me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, The ill  that
3 Teach me to live that I may dread The grave as
4 Oh, may my soul in Thee re - pose, And may sweet
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bless - ings of the light. Keep me, O keep me,
I this day have done, That with the world, my -
lit - tle as my bed. Teach me to die that
sleep mine eye - lids close, Sleep that shall me  more
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King of kings, Be - neath Thine own al - might - y wings.
self, and Thee, I, ere I sleep, at  peace may be.
SO I may Rise glo - rious at the awe - full day.
vig - 'rous make To serve my God when I a - wake!

5 When in the night | sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.
A 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. Tune: Thomas Tallis, c. 1505—-1585 Text and tune: Public domain
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